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Gun laws in the United Kingdom vs. United States
The UK is one of the countries that have strict gun legislation policies worldwide. The universal public's access to weapons in the United Kingdom is subject to some of the harshest pedals in the world; yet, compliance with the laws' criteria and requirements results in the vast majority of weapons license applications being approved. In Great Britain, handguns are forbidden for most reasons after the Dunblane school shooting in 1996, except for the Channel Islands, Northern Ireland, and the Isle of Man. Northern Ireland has different firearms regulations, which are generally less strict (DeLeeuw & Pridemore, 2018). The Firearms Amendment Act of 1997 essentially banned private possession of handguns almost completely. Members of the public are allowed to own sporting rifles and shotguns, though licensing is required. You have to give a “good reason” for you to own a handgun in UK. Self-defense is not considered to be a good reason. The minimum age requirement for gun ownership in the UK is 18.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are various similarities and differences between gun laws in United Kingdom and the United States. Unlike the UK, USA has one of the most relaxed gun laws in the world.  In the United States, gun laws are enshrined in the 2nd Amendment of the US constitution. The second Amendment which was ratified in 1791 protects the right to keep and bear arms in the US (Cornell S., & Cornell, E. 2018). 
One of the differences between these two countries is that gun ownership for self-defense is allowed in the US but in the UK, gun ownership for self-defense is illegal. The US made gun ownership for self-defense in the District of Columbia v. Heller Supreme Court case in 2008. Another difference is that handgun ownership by members of the public is legalized in the US but illegal in the United Kingdom. The right to possess and carry guns is neither lawfully nor constitutionally protected in the UK. A handgun can only be legally owned by police officers, members of the armed services, or anyone with formal authorization from the Home Secretary in UK. Another difference is that the homicide rates due to gun violence in the US are way too high compared to homicide rates in the UK. The high rate of gun violence in the US is attributed to the fact that many civilians’ own guns than in UK. It is estimated that over 90% of Americans own guns whereas only 7% of UK residents own guns. Furthermore, in the US, private sales between individuals is allowed whereas in the UK it is prohibited. Also, online purchasing of guns is allowed in the US while UK only permits face-to-face selling of guns. 
One of the similarities between the two countries is that the legal age for gun ownership is 18 (Spitzer, 2017). Many people believe that this is a very low age for allowing gun ownership. Secondly, in both countries underground checks are conducted before a gun is issued. In the US for example, underground checks are conducted by the FBI which checks the person’s criminal record, mental health among other factors.  In general, foreigners are not permitted to purchase firearms in the United States; however, a foreigner who obtains a state hunting license can demonstrate proof of domicile that is allowed to buy a gun (Spitzer, 2017). Convicted felons, ex-military members with a negative reputation, and persons with a mental center record are among those who are prohibited from possessing firearms in both countries. Also, in both countries, only professional sellers of firearms are allowed to have licenses. 
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